Effect of peripheral blood lymphocytes from systemic lupus erythematosus patients on human bone marrow granulocyte precursor cells (colony-forming units in culture).
Because of the possibility that immunological mechanisms might be involved in the pathogenesis of leukopenia accompanying systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), the effect of lymphocytes on colony-forming units in culture (CFU-C) was compared. The colony formation of the bone marrow CFU-C of SLE patients was less than that of the healthy subjects. Lymphocytes of SLE patients and serum of some of the SLE patients remarkably inhibited colony formation by human bone marrow CFU-C. The results shown above suggest the possibility that immunocompetent cells of the patients are involved in the pathogenesis of leukopenia in SLE.